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OPINION 1548 

Sarotherodon melanotheron Riippell, 1852 (Osteichthyes, Perciformes): 
specific name conserved 

Ruling 

(1) Under the plenary powers the specific name melagaster Bloch, 1792, as published 
in the binomen Labrus melagaster, is hereby suppressed for the purposes of the 
Principles of Priority but not for those of the Principle of Homonymy. 

(2) The name Sarotherodon Riippell, 1852 (gender: masculine), type species by 
monotypy Sarotherodon melanotheron Riippell, 1852, is hereby placed on the Official 
List of Generic Names in Zoology. 

(3) The name melanotheron Riippell, 1852, as published in the binomen Sarotherodon 
melanotheron (specific name of the type species of Sarotherodon Riippell, 1852) is 
hereby placed on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology. 

(4) The name melagaster Bloch, 1792, as published in the binomen Labrus melagaster 
and as suppressed in (1) above, is hereby placed on the Official Index of Rejected and 
Invalid Specific Names in Zoology. 

History of Case 2594 

An application for the conservation of the specific name of Sarotherodon melano¬ 
theron Riippell, 1852 was received from Dr E. Trewavas {British Museum {Natural 
History ), London, U.K.) on 20 February 1987. After correspondence the case was 
published in BZN 44: 190-191 (September 1987). Notice of the case was sent to 
appropriate journals. No comments were received. 

Decision of the Commission 

On 1 December 1988 the members of the Commission were invited to vote on the 
proposals published in BZN 44: 190-191. At the close of the voting period on 1 March 
1989 the votes were as follows: 

Affirmative votes — 21: Bayer, Bock, Cocks, Corliss, Dupuis, Hahn, Heppell, 
Holthuis, Kabata, Kraus, Martins de Souza, Melville, Mroczkowski, Nielsen, Ride, 
Savage, Schuster, Starobogatov, Trjapitzin, Ueno, Willink 
Negative votes — 2: Cogger and Thompson. 

No votes were returned by Gruchy, Halvorsen and Lehtinen. 

Cogger commented that in the absence of any substantive evidence that the use of the 
senior name would cause confusion, use of the plenary powers to suppress melagaster 
was unwarranted. Thompson also considered that the reasons for suppression were 
inadequate. 

Original references 

The following are the original references to the names placed on Official Lists and an Official 
Index by the ruling given in the present Opinion: 

melagaster, Labrus, Bloch, 1792, Naturgeschichte der auslandischen Fische, Part 6, p. 27. 
melanotheron, Sarotherodon Riippell, 1852, Verzeichniss der in dem Museum der Senkenberg- 
ischen Naturforschenden Gesellschaft aufgestellten Sammlungen, part 4, p. 21. 

Sarotherodon Riippell, 1852, Verzeichniss der in dem Museum der Senkenbergischen Natur¬ 
forschenden Gesellschaft aufgestellten Sammlungen, part 4, p. 21. 



